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conspirators were placed on hurdles and drawn through the
City from Tower Hill to St Giles's Fields, where a scaffold had
been erected and a pair of gallows e of extraordinary height, as
was that whereupon haughty Haman was hanged for his am-
bition '. They suffered the full horrors of the traitor's death. The
next day another seven were executed, but, at Elizabeth's com-
mand, were allowed to hang until dead before being mutilated.
Then came a spate of rhymes, ballads, and pamphlets. In city
and country the ballads "were chanted with no less alacrity and
courage of the singer, than willingly and delightfully listened
unto of the hearer; so that, what by one mean and what by
another, all England was made acquainted with this horrible
conspiracy'.

cAmias, my most faithful and careful servant/ wrote Eliza-
beth to Paulet,' God reward thee treble-fold in three double for
thy most troublesome charge so well discharged.3 And then,
referring to the new restrictions on Mary: 'Let your wicked
murderess know how with hearty sorrow her vile deserts com-
pelleth these orders; and bid her from me ask God forgiveness
for her treacherous dealings.' Throughout the country there
was a sense of imminent peril. The alarm was raised that French-
men had landed in Sussex; a week or so later, a Spanish fleet was
reported to have put into a French port. Hawkins was sent to
sea to patrol the coasts, and Lords-Lieutenant were appointed
in each county to muster troops, make ready the beacons, and
round up Catholic priests. Elizabeth had given order that in the
trial of Babington and his fellows Mary was to be alluded to as
little as possible, lest if her case were made to look desperate, her
partisans might be driven to some reckless deed.

Desperate Mary's case was. Academically it could of course
be argued that a sovereign prince, as she claimed to be, was
answerable to God alone, and subject to no law. Elizabeth's
civilian lawyers dealt with that argument at great length, and to
their own satisfaction. But the echoes of the controversy may
be left to keep ghostly company with King Charles's head, since
what really mattered was on the one hand political necessity, and
en the other the cloak of legality - valid or invalid - provided